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December, Saugatuck River

The sun's disc sucked behind the islands
leaves swans, geese, and reed,

Red cobalt sky

turns river black,

Only cracking ice

shadows the tide.

Do You Duck

Do you duck as the ball

goes over your shoulder

or reach up and grab

was it a ball

or were you lying on bed

dozing as the angel went

down the hallway

saying life check

and you woke up silerfly shouting
here

but the next knock was the door beyond
yours and

when you rabbited your head

into the hallway

it was empty.

Solstice

Cold

silence darts

branch to branch
vireo, mockingbird
kingfisher rattles
swamp maple top

pond rotates

mallards sass

silence

across the open field
brick red naked trunks
big eyed vireo

white patched mockingbird
cold

green spruce

overhead

careless jay

whistles spring.




Yew Bush

On small needles

moves an earth of insects,
the ravening chicadee
cleans green spikes,

Praiseworthy

Observe the toad

sitting on concrete

does he consider himself lucky
when his tongue snaps

a fly from the air

after he plops out of the garage
to hide in ginger leaves

does he love his dark home

he sits quietly now

beside the abandoned plasterboard
and suffers our appause,

Enter Boston

Enter Boston in the vein of early dreams

enter Boston over the hills of clients and reports
enter Boston on the back of the Walden tortoise

enter Boston underground riding the blood red line
enter Boston with the Passover cousins

enter Boston on the marathon of intellect

enter Boston by the turnpike

enter Boston on a raft of old physics companions

enter Boston asleep on a secret love bed over the Charles
enter Boston in the riot of David's room

enter Boston contemplating reflectiors on the

Hancok building

enter Boston in my father's Back Bay rooming house
enter Boston sall up President Roads, up the channel
to T wharf

enter Boston through the college of tense corridors
the hall of failed exams

enter Boston on the doctor's suicide wave

enter Boston on the paintbrush of Alison

enter Boston in the smile of lMay

enter Boston running to meet the squash balls off
Harvard walls

enter Boston in the scarlet of my old sails _
enter Boston fly over the Mystic, land on Eastern fill
enter Boston in a radiation of poetry

enter Boston among the shards of crashed discs, broken
memory cores,
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The suns disc sucked behind the islands
leaves swans, geese, and reed.

Red cobalt sky

turns river black.

Only cracking ice

shadows the tide.
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Solstice

Cold

silence darts

branch to branch
vireo, mockingbird
kingfisher rattles
swamp maple top

pond rotates

mallards sass

silence

across the open field
brick red naked
branches and trucks
big eyed vireo

white patched mockingbird
cold

green spruce

overhead

careless jay

whistles spring.
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